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 Newsletter Number 1 from the office of Catherine Bearder MEP 

This really is the final weekly newsletter for the campaign team in the South
East European region and the first newsletter from your new MEP in the South East, Catherine Bearder.


***************************************
€€€€ Headline News!  €€€€

***************************************

Sharon Bowles and Catherine Bearder elected MEPs for the South East region. 

It was a nail biting finish, but finally, a little after 1.20am on Monday 8th
June, it was confirmed that we had elected 2 Liberal Democrat MEPs.


· Thank you!
· What Next?
· What Did You Think?

***************************************
€€€€ Thank you!  €€€€

A great many thank yous to all of my supporters for sticking with me through the years and to those who have joined me latterly. Some of my friends, first made when I was initially elected in 1994; their encouragement and support has been essential in keeping me going on this extraordinary journey. Knowing that I had the interest and support of many of you has helped me get through this final campaign. There are just too many people to mention but a few should get special thanks. 

Firstly, there has been the campaign team and the regional officers. This team of volunteers has been meeting over the last 18 months or so to plan and implement the campaign. Then of course there is Sharon and her team. They have always been on the end of the phone, email or text to help plan visits and coordinate things. Latterly I was joined by 3 young interns who volunteered their time to help with the campaign and to gain experience of what a campaign is like from the inside. But special mention must of course go to my husband and sons, who have put up with my abandoning them, with my comings and goings to strange places at strange times and coming home tired, for hogging the car and spending the money! I hope this new job will help pay them back somewhat!

Then there all the other volunteers who have knocked on doors, delivered bits of paper, stuck labels on leaflets, stuffed envelopes and all the rest that goes on during the campaign right across the region. I know that the Euro team shared their time with the work of the local elections, but it all went  towards the joint effort, and indeed in some parts there were no local elections, but the work went on nonetheless.

So, THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU from all the candidates and the campaign team.

***************************************
€€€€ What Next!  €€€€


Well that is the question I have been asking myself too! I am writing this from the beautiful West coast of Ireland, where my husband Simon and I have gone to recover for a few days, and then it is back to the frantic life of an MEP.  Firstly I met with the other UK LD MEPs in London to start the process of choosing the committees that we will sit on. We all meet in Brussels in the first week of July as the new ALDE group to finalise these things. It is going to be a hugely interesting time, and getting my offices set up will be a challenge. I intend to have an office initially in Oxford as well as in Brussels. There is so much to learn that I expect to a very busy person for the next few months, let alone years.

Obviously I wont be sending out a campaign newsletter, but I am sure that I
will want to keep in contact in some way with you and other supporters over my
term, so I will continue with these newsletters for the time being, but it  may be that I start a blog or similar, or both. See below for how you can let me know what you want to see arriving in your inbox.

***************************************
€€€€ What Did You Think?  €€€€

How did the newsletters work for you? Were there things about the campaign that you would have liked to see included, or not included? Did my, Sharon’s or the campaign websites give you the information you were looking for? It would be really helpful to me to know your views. It was not the easiest of campaigns, as our plans to talk about our European policies were drowned out by the MPs expenses scandals. But, we may have been able to do things differently, do let us know by emailing me on admin@bearder.eu. We will feed back your thoughts to the campaign team to help with the planning for subsequent campaigns, and we can build these suggestions into the ways I report back through the newsletters. 

Again thank you, and watch out for the next newsletter, it may not be on a weekly basis for the next month or so until we find our feet, but we will keep in touch.

Kind regards, from the whole Euro election team,

Catherine 
*****************************************************************************************

