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Dear friend, 
It’s been a very busy few weeks both in Brussels and travelling round the constituency but there have been some excellent results to show for all the hard work so it’s definitely worth it! We’re just coming to the end of a constituency week and Sharon and I have been travelling round all corners of this (massive!) region. On Monday I spent the day in Kent, meeting the Chief Fire Officer of the Kent Fire Authority to discuss the role they play in safety on the Eurotunnel (see “The Next Step for Eurostar” below). We then met the head of “Operation Stack” at Kent police to discuss the way it impacts residents in Kent. It was a long day but it was great to see the excellent work being done by our emergency services and to listen to their concerns. 
I visited the headquarters of Unilever in Leatherhead on Tuesday to discuss the progress they are making on the sustainability of their products made using Palm Oil. There were some encouraging conclusions but I will be sure to keep checking in with them to make sure they’re reaching their targets. This is an issue that will be coming up in the Parliament in the coming weeks as a recently leaked document from the European Commission has revealed its intention to re-classify palm plantations as 'forests' in order to permit the use of palm oil as a biofuel. I’ve submitted questions to the Commission on this and will let you know the result.
Yesterday I visited the Colombian Embassy to meet with their Ambassador to hear what he had to say regarding the proposed EU-Colombia trade deal. Many people have serious concerns about the reported human rights violations and environmental degradation, it is vital that the European Union ensures that these concerns are addressed when making any trade deal.
This weekend I’ll be joining activists and campaigners in Woking, Maidenhead, Meon Valley and Winchester to do what Lib Dems do best, get out there on the streets and talk to people!  
The Next Step for Eurostar
In the last Newsletter I talked about the Eurostar Christmas Chaos and my meetings to find answers as to why the massive disruption occurred and what could be done to prevent it [image: image1.png]


happening again. 
Joined by my fellow MEPs Sarah Ludford and Sharon Bowles, I attended the independent review launch last Friday to hear the conclusions drawn in the aftermath of the crisis.
The report was thorough, and I do welcome the recommendations made by Eurostar. But, this is only the first step, as always with these things, fine words are easy. The challenge for Eurostar will be to make sure all the recommendations are implemented so travellers can return to using this great service in confidence and safety. 

You can read more about the independent review here. I was also interviewed on the subject on BBC radio 4’s Today Programme and you can listen to that here.
Sharon Helps Block US Attempts to Access British Bank Transfers 
Last week we voted in the Parliament to block attempts by the Obama administration and EU governments to allow American counter-terrorism authorities to access [image: image3.jpg]


confidential data about EU citizens' financial transactions. As chair of the Economic and Monetary Affairs Committee, Sharon was instrumental in the negotiations over the legislation from the start. The blocked measure would have authorised an interim agreement between EU governments and the United States, which allows the financial messaging network SWIFT to share customers' transaction details with the U.S. government. 
Sharon said: "This was a bad deal that undermined citizens' privacy and security. Contrary to the lectures we have received from the Obama administration, blocking a bad deal does not put our security at risk: subpoenas for SWIFT are not the only means to counter terrorist financing and there are perfectly valid other legal routes.

"It is possible to negotiate a satisfactory agreement that does not break EU law. That is what must be done and we are ready to do that. Unfortunately the US and the EU Council have tried to strong-arm us into a bad deal. Can you imagine the US Congress standing for that if it were the other way around?”

This is another great example of the European Parliament standing up for the rights of its citizens and I was proud to vote against these proposals.
Join My Campaign to save the Elephants
Last week I launched a campaign to raise awareness of, and seek to prevent, the breaking of the moratorium on the sale of Ivory. Having met [image: image4.jpg]


with representatives from 23 African countries at the start of the month, I learned of the implications that this sale will have on the populations of these magnificent creatures.
Tanzania and Zambia have asked for permission to sell their ivory stocks despite it being against the law. Previous 'one off sales' (there have been two already in the last 15 years!) of ivory have led to a rise in poaching and a greater risk of elephant extinction in huge parts of Africa.
I launched the campaign at South Central regional conference and was proud to have Party President Ros Scott as one of the first signatories.
Please support my campaign. You can sign the petition here. You can also join my Facebook group to keep up to date with the latest developments in the issue here. We need to make it clear that we fully oppose any Ivory sale as it will lead to eventual elephant extinction.   

This Month’s Euromyth
Europe is overrun by Brussels bureaucrats....
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This is untrue. In fact the total staff of the Commission is around 23,000 including over 1,800 translators/interpreters and more than 9,000 secretarial and support staff. This compares to around 52,000 at Birmingham City Council.
For more myth-busting, have a look at the Euromyth section on my website. Hopefully our responses to these myths will help all of you if you’re challenged about them in a heated European debate!
Vote to Protect Our Seas
As there seems to be a theme of biodiversity and the protection of flora and fauna in this newsletter, I thought it would be appropriate to highlight for fans of marine wildlife, [image: image6.jpg]


the Marine and Coastal Access Act. Amongst other things, this act introduces Marine Conservation Zones and the Marine Conservation Society are asking people to vote for the specific areas they want to protect. Together with their recommended 75 sites, they will use your votes to “ensure that the important and special places along our coast are properly protected.” You can find out more and vote on their website. 
We in the South East have rather a lot of coastline and I know that my votes will be going to the six areas suggested that fall in my region! You of course, are free to vote how you wish! 
I will be keeping these newsletters coming out regularly to keep you all up to date with our work in the European parliament and the region but if there’s anything you want to see in these pages or any issues or problems you feel I should be looking at then don’t hesitate to contact me at catherine@bearder.eu. 

With best wishes,
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Catherine Bearder

Member of the European Parliament for South East England

Please share this newsletter with anyone who you think may be interested in its content or invite them to subscribe themselves by emailing:  catherinebeardernewsletter-subscribe@lists.libdems.org.uk.

If at any point you wish to leave this list then you can do so by sending an email to: admin@bearder.eu with the subject “unsubscribe newsletter”. Published promoted and printed by Mark Wheeler on behalf of Catherine Bearder MEP (Liberal Democrat) at 27 Park End Street, Oxford , OX1 1HU.
