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Dear friend, 
Happy New Year! I hope you had an enjoyable and relaxing Christmas break. Many of you will have needed it to get just enough energy to sustain you through the General Election campaign. I look forward to doing all I can to help in this exciting period. Feel free to email me if you think there’s anything I can do, catherine@bearder.eu.  
We’ve had a busy first few weeks back in the parliament with much of the focus being taken up on the competency hearings for proposed European Commissioners (see below). I had the opportunity to confirm with the Commissioner-Designate for Regional Policy, Johannes Hahn, his commitment to a locally based regional policy. I wanted to find out how he would ensure that local government was closely involved in the formulation of policy. The Commissioner-Designate still has some way to go to convince me that he recognises the importance of empowering local government through Europe’s regional policy but that’s what these hearings are there for and I will be watching him! 
Today I’m taking to the roads as I accompany officers from Thames Valley police in an operation targeting heavy goods vehicles. Cue pictures of the MEP in embarrassing hi-vis jacket and police hat! It will be exciting to see police on the ground working and extremely useful to hear what they have to say about the problems they face on a day to day basis. 
Sharon Grills Several European Commissioners 
Last week it was the role of the European Parliament to interview candidates for the new Commission. As chair of the Economic and Monetary Affairs Committee, Sharon had [image: image1.png]


the unenviable task of chairing the competency hearings of four proposed European Commissioners! The candidates falling under Sharon’s remit were the Economic and Monetary Affairs, Competition, Taxation and Internal Market Commissioners. The last of which received a fair amount of attention following the controversial choice of Michel Barnier for this influential job.

Sharon said: “All eyes were on Michel Barnier last week. There are some in the City of London who fear having a Frenchman in charge of the Internal Market portfolio.”
“In the wake of the financial crisis, there have been some key legislative proposals designed to protect EU Member States, including the UK, from another credit crunch and near banking collapse. This legislation will change the economic terrain of Europe forever. It is my job to ensure that the Economic and Monetary Affairs Committee makes this proposed legislation workable.”
I have to say I’m very pleased that the focus of these and all the commission hearings was squarely placed on making sure these new Commissioners work closely with MEPs from an early stage. Sharon presented some key commitments to the Commission candidates. She told me that “both Michel Barnier and Joaquim Almunia (Taxation) signed up to their ‘pledges’, I am pleased to say willingly, which is a great start.”
Eurostar Christmas Chaos
Last week I met with Eurostar’s head of Government and External Relations to discuss the chaos that we all heard about and some of you may have experienced over [image: image3.jpg]


Christmas. 
I was most concerned with the apparent lack of planning for emergencies such as those in the build up to Christmas. I wanted answers as to why appropriate plans were not in place to prevent a situation where passengers were left in the dark (literally and figuratively!) stuck in the tunnel for as long as sixteen hours and assurances that these plans will now be in place for the future.
A police operation to block sections of the M20 when the Eurostar is closed also made the travel problems worse for many drivers in the South East, particularly Kent. Happily I’ve received assurances that the report into the chaos will be presented to both the British and European parliaments.
You can read more about this meeting here. I was also interviewed on the subject by Meridian news and you can watch that on their website here. 
Trafficked Children Need Specialist Care
This week I was delighted to hear the announcement of new legislation to help stop the trafficking of children from Commissioner-Designate for Home Affairs, Cecilia Malmström. The trade of people, made even [image: image4.jpg]


more disgusting when children are the victims is an excellent example of a problem that can only begin to be tackled through European wide legislation. 
Following the announcement I called on the Commission and the European governments to prioritise the interests of the victims in its approach to tackling trafficking in Europe. Urging both the Council and Commission to be particularly vigilant in setting up supports for the victims of trafficking, in particular the specific needs of trafficked children, which studies have shown are quite different to those of trafficked adults.
You can read more about this issue here or view my statement in parliament here.
This Month’s Euromyth
Britain would gain sovereignty by leaving the EU but remaining a member of the Europe Economic Area (EEA), like Norway...
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This is untrue. In the EU Britain has pooled its sovereignty, being part of the decision-making process by which all EU agreements are made. EEA membership means access to the European Single Market, but actually giving up sovereignty. As part of the EEA, Norway is subject to all EU Single Market agreements but, unlike Britain, has no power to decide what they are. This is referred to as 'government by fax', because countries that do this must wait by their fax machines to hear from Brussels what laws to implement. 
For more myth-busting, have a look at the Euromyth section on my website. Hopefully our responses to these myths will help all of you when you’re challenged about them on the campaign trail.

A Trip to Brussels..?
The European Atlantic Movement is organising a Study Tour to Brussels for lecturers, teachers and other professional and business people. The party will visit the European Parliament, European Commission, and [image: image6.png]Tedm-
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Council of the European Union, Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers Europe, NATO, European Union Trade Union Institute, Permanent Representation of Spain to the E.U., and BBC Brussels.

Travel will be by Eurostar from St Pancras and accommodation will be in the 4* Hotel Carrefour de l’Europe which is in the centre of Brussels. The cost for those in shared accommodation will be £215 and for those in single accommodation will be £350. Arrangements can be made for those who wish to stay Friday and Saturday nights and return on Sunday.

There are 30 places available for the Study Tour and bursaries of £120.00pp funded by The Financial Times will be available for UK serving teachers and lecturers. This enables TEAM to provide a Study Tour for £95.00pp.
Details and an application form are available on the website.
I will be keeping these newsletters coming out regularly to keep you all up to date with our work in the European parliament and the region but if there’s anything you want to see in these pages or any issues or problems you feel I should be looking at then don’t hesitate to contact me at catherine@bearder.eu. 

With best wishes,
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Catherine Bearder

Member of the European Parliament for South East England

Please share this newsletter with anyone who you think may be interested in its content or invite them to subscribe themselves by emailing:  catherinebeardernewsletter-subscribe@lists.libdems.org.uk.

If at any point you wish to leave this list then you can do so by sending an email to: admin@bearder.eu with the subject “unsubscribe newsletter”. Published promoted and printed by Mark Wheeler on behalf of Catherine Bearder MEP (Liberal Democrat) at 27 Park End Street, Oxford , OX1 1HU.
