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Sign Up Here Copenhagéh

Join the Liberal Democrats at The
Copenhagen Summit Wave
demonstration on 5th December




Dear friend

Thanks  for supporting our Christmas draw, it’s really appreciated. The money will go on campaigning across the southeast and I wish you luck for when the draw is held.  As a special treat for you we’ve signed you up to my newsletter! An update on the work that I and Sharon are doing in the European parliament and throughout the South East. If you don’t wish to receive these in the future please email admin@bearder.eu with the text “unsubscribe newsletter”.  

I’ve had a very busy month and the hectic schedule is set to continue in the run-up to Christmas. Last week was the ELDR Congress in Barcelona. It was great to catch up with old friends and make new ones and as always, I was very proud to see that the UK delegation was once again the largest there, not that it’s a competition! 

This week there is no let up in the schedule, first to Strasbourg, and then, I’m very excited to be going back to Africa. I’ll be visiting Angola in my capacity as a member of the delegation of the parliament to the ACP (African, Caribbean and Pacific) countries.  We will be meeting with parliamentarians from these countries to share experience and knowledge and to discuss issues that are common to all countries in the group. Top of the agenda is Climate Change and I will be playing my part in pushing for a really hard hitting report ahead of Copenhagen.  See “Join us on the March”.

It’s also been AGM time over the last month and both Sharon and I have tried to get round to as many of you as possible in our massive region! It has been great to personally visit many of you to extend my thanks for all the hard work that you put in to get me elected in June!

1 Join Our Fight Against Mega Trucks
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Having fought against 30 tonne trucks with the Women's Institute in the 1980s, I found myself fighting again when I attended a meeting of the No Mega Trucks campaign at Parliament.

Clearly what should happen to freight is that it should move more and more onto rail and waterways. The roads, bridges, villages and communities just cannot take the size of these lorries. The South East plays a major part in the movement of freight across Europe and we must make the right choices for the region and the environment.

To read more about Mega Trucks here, and to join the campaign click here.
2
Protect Our Canals, Says Sharon
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This week Sharon launched an attack on government proposals to sell British Waterways' waterside property portfolio. The Government is planning to sell off £500 million of state-owned waterside property in what has been described as a “firesale” of UK assets.

Sharon said that “British canals and waterways are a 200-year-old heritage we must protect. Millions of people enjoy walking, cycling and boating along canals. The idea that we can just let them fall into disrepair and disuse is absurd.”

Sharon, who lives next to a canal also said: “it is sad to think that the Government might be taking short term decisions that jeopardise the long-term future of this precious national asset, not to mention the income from tourism it generates.”

I think this is a great campaign for us to get behind and I look forward to doing all I can to help Sharon.

3
Europe Twenty Years On
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At the beginning of November I took part in celebrations to mark the 20th anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall.

This historic day set off a chain of events that led the countries of Eastern Europe to "return to Europe".

The Berlin Wall was a physical barrier that represented the divisions we Europeans have built between ourselves for centuries. But since its fall, Eastern and Western Europe have been united under the banner of the European Union. The EU was founded on a spirit of cooperation and there are so many people working in the European Union so that Europe will not be divided again. 

I was privileged to be present to hear Vaclav Havel (a key player in those exciting times) speak to the Parliament about his vision for Europe. There is still much to do. Click here to read his speech. To read more click here. 

4
Back To School
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Last week I joined students from Gravesend Grammar School for Girls to take part in their Citizenship Campaign Challenge.

Several Year 9 girls presented me with their ideas on what would make a good campaign. It was fantastic to hear so many great ideas, ranging from cheaper school uniforms to improving care for victims of assault. 

I strongly believe that politics is fuelled by the people that take part in it. Despite the problems that have engulfed it over the last several months, these students showed that politics is still very much alive.

I hope these students carry on campaigning on issues they're passionate about. Perhaps some of them may be the politicians of tomorrow. In the meantime I think there are many politicians who could do with borrowing some of these ideas! To read more click here. 
5
Euromyths
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Is it just me or has anyone else noticed that what is printed about the EU in British media tends to be more fiction that fact? This isn’t helped by populist right wing parties fuelling the myths and spreading rumours. These myths are so common that often it’s difficult to tell which are true and which are false. My team have put together a ‘Euromyths’ section on my website and listed some of the most common ones we find on the doorstep. Hopefully our responses to them will help all of you when you’re challenged about these myths on the campaign trail. After reading the Euromyth below, go and have a look at the Euromyth section on my website to read some more little gems.
Britain pays £40 million a day, or £14 billion a year, to the EU...

This is not true. It is correct to say we are a net-contributor, but Britain receives a rebate from the EU (i.e. we get a discount on our contributions) and we receive extra money from the EU to help with our public spending. In 2008 we received a rebate of £4.9 billion and an additional £4.5 billion in extra funding. This meant our total net-payment to the EU was only £3.3 billion. Total UK public spending in that year was £631 billion, so our net-contribution to the EU was only 0.5% of our total public spending.

6
Join Us On The March...
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As you all know, next month is the Copenhagen Climate Change conference. To my genuine dismay, it is looking increasingly unlikely that the agreement we need will be reached but we in Britain can still put our support behind. There is still a lot that can come out of Copenhagen though and I will be joining Nick Clegg and Simon Hughes on the Saturday beforehand, December 5, along with thousands of others to march in London to demand the Government goes further in cutting carbon emissions.  

I invite you to join me, you can sign up to say you’re coming here. I look forward to seeing as many of you there as possible. 

I will be keeping these newsletters coming out regularly to keep you all up to date with our work in the European parliament and the region but if there’s anything you want to see in these pages or any issues or problems you feel I should be looking at then don’t hesitate to contact me at catherine@bearder.eu. 

Hope to see you all on Saturday for the March!

With best wishes,
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Catherine Bearder

Member of the European Parliament for South East England

Please share this newsletter with anyone who you think may be interested in its content or invite them to subscribe themselves by emailing:  catherinebeardernewsletter-subscribe@lists.libdems.org.uk.

If at any point you wish to leave this list then you can do so by sending an email to: admin@bearder.eu with the subject “unsubscribe newsletter”.

