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Dear friend,

Happy 2012! Although New Years Day seems like quite a long time ago now after another busy month!
Last month I spoke about my visit to Ramsgate and the 8 hours petition on animal exports. I’m delighted to say that it did reach it’s one million signature target so thank you to those that signed.  You can read more about the visit to Ramsgate here.  

I can’t quite believe that we’re now half way through our parliamentary term.  This is the point in the term where positions are shuffled and committees can be exchanged.  I’m thrilled that I kept my positions on the Regional Development and International Trade Committees and also added a position on the Transport Committee.  It was also great news that Sharon kept her place as chair of the Economic and Monetary Affairs Committee.  She is the first Lib Dem to chair this important committee, and the first Brit, and following the Prime Minister's walk out in December the place was quite under threat.  So well done Sharon!
Now is also the point where a lot of MEPs choose to move on and two fine Lib Dem MEPs have announced their retirement from the Parliament.  Diana Wallis and Liz Lynne have done so much great work over their time and we all should be proud of how they have represented Liberalism in Europe.  I wish them all the best for the future.   
Don’t Rubbish Our Recycling
I devoted a large chunk of time recently to debating a load of old rubbish.  We have all learned to be conscientious and recycle bottles, cans and paper.  Yet [image: image1.png]


still adopt an ‘out-of-sight, out-of-mind’ attitude when it comes to dumping a defunct fridge.  One million tonnes is thrown out every year in the UK.

That is the scale of the problem caused by producing more electrical waste than ever before.  Dud mobile phones, wobbling washing machines and analogue TVs are all headed to the scrapheap.  It is even more important we make sure our councils and governments across Europe start to treat old electrical gear as valuable raw material, not just junk.  This week new regulations were tabled which will see 45 per cent of all waste electrical equipment recycled in 2014, rising to 65 per cent by 2019.

But, more importantly, we need to make people think about where their recycled waste ends up.  My new campaign Don’t Rubbish Our Recycling aims to shed some light on the final destination of your household waste.  It will also raise awareness of one of the horrific legacies when fuses blow on electrical items for the last time: the impact on developing countries.

For too long we have dumped our toxic, e-waste on Africa.  Countries, such as Nigeria, don’t have the infrastructure to deal with it properly.  That means the waste ends up on unmonitored dumping sites where it is burnt allowing deadly gases into water and food supplies. 
You can watch my speech on this topic here and sign up to support the campaign here.
Breaking records to help victims – 5 amazing women complete Atlantic crossing! 

I’ve spoken in previous newsletters about an amazing team of women rowing the Atlantic to raise awareness of human trafficking and money for two [image: image3.jpg]


charities that are fighting this appalling trade. I’m delighted to report that...They’ve done it!

The Row for Freedom crew became the first all-female team to cross the Atlantic Ocean unaided following 45 days at sea.  More people have flown into space and climbed Mount Everest than row across an ocean, but the quintet successfully pulled into Barbados on Sunday morning. 

The charities that the girls were putting their bodies on the line to raise money for are ECPAT UK, which lobbies against child exploitation and A21 campaign. 

I’ve been following the team's progress since the girls left the Canary Islands last month and stayed up well past my bedtime on Sunday morning waiting for the announcement that they’d done it.

This is a phenomenal achievement. They have shown grit, determination and worked so well as a team to finish this challenge.  What they have also done is managed to thrust the issue of human trafficking into the headlines and into people's thoughts.  The girls have played their part, we now need to spread the word about human trafficking and support these two brilliant charities. 
You can find out more about the team and how to donate here. 
Dodgy consumer credit websites face EU clamp-down

Have you ever wondered why a personal loan, credit card or auto finance offered online has turned out to be much more expensive than expected? An EU-wide investigation into more than 500 websites [image: image4.png]


offering consumer credit has found that 70% (393) of sites lack at least some of the legally required information to help consumers make an informed decision. In the UK, 38 out of 47 (80%) checked websites revealed irregularities which will now be investigated further by UK Office of Fair Trading. 

Commenting after the publication of the initial findings of the 2011 EU Consumer Credit investigation, my Lib Dem colleague in the South East Sharon Bowles, said: 

"At a time when families are struggling and the effects of the credit crunch are still being felt across the country, it is of paramount importance that UK consumers are informed, confident and protected - especially when it comes to borrowing money.  Finding out how much credit really costs is often complicated and misleading. It is absolutely essential that websites offering consumer credit online contain correct and complete information on the actual terms and conditions. It is essential that businesses comply with EU rules that were introduced to help consumers understand and compare credit offers.” 

It is shocking that around 80% of websites checked in the UK do not fully comply with EU consumer credit rules and either do not include the standard information required in their advertisements, such as the annual percentage rate of charge (APR), omit key information on the offer, or do not explain fully the actual costs of undertaking a credit agreement. 


'Boris Airport' would completely spoil Garden of England
This month, I called added my voice to the many criticising Boris’s ridiculous plans to build a £50 billion airport in the Thames Estuary.
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It has been reported that the Government is becoming "increasingly interested" in a proposal for an airport on the Isle of Grain in North Kent.

However, Lib Dems are standing up for their local area and I’m happy to join them in condemning Boris Island!
Fifty per cent of Swale borough has a national and / or international environmental designation related to the North Kent Marshes and migrating and wintering birds.  There will also be big noise issues, not to mention fuel emissions severely affecting air quality.
The British Aviation Industry is concerned it is losing out to other European hub airports, with the Government also ruling out a third runway at Heathrow.  But the long-term business argument in favour of a 'Boris Island' airport is not balanced by the potential catastrophic effect on the environment.
I make my opposition to increasing air travel pretty clear, especially short haul flights. And I doubt whether the UK can accept millions of extra air passengers a year and still meet limits on greenhouse emissions.
This Month’s Euromyth 
This was a Euromyth that emerged after a claim made by a UKIP MEP last month.
“EU laws would require small businesses to hand over €25,000 before they can start trading”
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Claims made by UKIP's Paul Nuttall last month that EU laws would require small businesses to hand over €25,000 before they can start trading have been dismissed as untrue.
Mr Nuttall, who is also the deputy leader of UKIP, described the proposal as "outrageous" and an example of "unnecessary EU interference".
But there is no truth in the UKIP suggestion and the fact is that the EU requirements had been in place for more than 30 years and affected only Public Limited Companies with shares traded on the stock market.
 The Federation of Small Businesses confirmed this and a spokesperson commented: “It is clear that this directive only applies to PLCs and not to limited companies, which make up more than half of our members (57%). Nowadays it is hard enough for small businesses to start up and survive without knocking confidence further. Publishing the wrong information is severely discouraging small businesses, especially start-ups. While this deters the individual business, spreading false information could damage the recovery of our economy as a whole.”
For more myth-busting, have a look at the Euromyth section on my website. Hopefully our responses to these myths will help all of you if you’re challenged about them in a heated European debate!
Follow me on Twitter..!
I have decided to bite the bullet and join Twitter!
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To get my most recent updates, information and links to people and issues that I’m working on, follow me.  If you’re not on Twitter yourself then have a look at it, signing up is easy and it’s a great way to keep abreast of things!
Click here to follow me.  Or visit here to sign up yourself!  

I will be keeping these newsletters coming out regularly to keep you all up to date with our work in the European parliament and the region but if there’s anything you want to see in these pages or any issues or problems you feel I should be looking at then don’t hesitate to contact me at catherine@bearder.eu. 

With best wishes, 
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Catherine Bearder

Member of the European Parliament for South East England

Please share this newsletter with anyone who you think may be interested in its content or invite them to subscribe themselves by emailing admin@bearder.eu with the subject “subscribe newsletter” giving their contact details.
If at any point you wish to leave this list then you can do so by sending an email to: admin@bearder.eu with the subject “unsubscribe newsletter”. Published promoted and printed by Mark Wheeler on behalf of Catherine Bearder MEP (Liberal Democrat) at 27 Park End Street, Oxford, OX1 1HU.
