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Newsletter Number 3 from the office of Catherine Bearder MEP
This is the newsletter from your MEP in the South East, Catherine Bearder
· Back in Brussels
· A Busy Time for Sharon
· Working against Child Trafficking 
· A Meeting of Faiths in Reading
· It’s That Time of Year Again
***************************************
€€€€ Back in Brussels  €€€€
I’m very pleased to say that work in Brussels has finally got going. I’ve been attending committee meetings discussing regional development and international trade. In both we’ve been quizzing the new Commissioners, discussing their agendas and how we want these policies taken forward. Later this month we will be voting on the appointments of the new commissioners so it was very interesting to hear from them. 
  
In the Committee on Regional Development I have been asking questions about the European Solidarity Fund. This is money that is sent to regions of Europe that experience unexpected disasters, like the fires in Greece, droughts in Cyprus, or the flooding we had in the UK two years ago. In 2007 the money the UK received from Brussels to help tackle the flooding didn’t arrive until six months after the disaster occurred. The complicated rules that govern the funds must be simplified to make funding quicker so that regions can receive money when they most need it. Areas of the South East suffered badly in the flooding and this money could have really helped people had it been delivered on time. The Commission and Parliament have been trying to simplify the rules but the Council (made up of Ministers from the member states) are holding the proposals hostage. I’m doing what I can to make them take this more seriously.
**********************************************
€€€€ A Busy Time for Sharon  €€€€
It’s amazing to hear all the work Sharon has been doing in her new role as Chair of the European Parliament's Economic and Monetary Affairs Committee. Amongst her many new responsibilities, Sharon met with a delegation from the US Senate at the end of last month for talks on legislation in response to the Financial Crisis.

Sharon and the US delegation discussed transatlantic attempts to restructure the global financial system and escalating government debt. Sharon said that “in the financial crisis, transatlantic co-operation is essential. We need to work closely with the US to ensure that regulation is consistent and that we are not establishing divergent systems. Finance is a global industry and the solution must be global.”
Adding that “The EU is the world's biggest single market and we will need to be involved in any solution to the global crisis,” I couldn’t agree more and am thrilled that we have Sharon representing all our interests in these and future crucial negotiations.
***********************************************
€€€€ Working against Child Trafficking  €€€€
During August I showed my support for a campaign set up by an organisation called ECPAT UK. ECPAT’s goal is to make people more aware that trafficking of children is taking place in this country. If enough people are aware of it, and know what can be done about it, then hopefully the criminal gangs that operate these appalling trafficking rings can be stopped. A staggering 34% of Britons believe that victims of this crime end up abroad rather than in our local area. I hope I can help to make people aware this is going on in the South East and it must be taken seriously. 
  
ECPAT UK have teamed up with the Body Shop to run a ‘Soft Hands, Kind Heart’ campaign. The Body Shop are selling hand cream for £5, and £3.45 goes directly to ECPAT. Everyone needs a bit of hand cream, and we desperately need to support ECPAT and their work, so get out there and buy some!
I hope you can support this campaign and I look forward to working more with ECPAT UK throughout my time in the parliament.

You can listen to me discussing this issue on BBC Radio Oxford here 
http://bearder.eu/resources/sites/84.234.17.197-467a8796cd4434.69072574/Catherine+on+BBC+Radio+Oxford+Discussing+Child+Trafficking.mp3
**************************************************
€€€€ A Meeting of Faiths in Reading  €€€€
Last week I was lucky enough to be invited to speak at an Iftar dinner by the Fellowship Dialogue Society. These meals, where Muslims break their fast during Ramadan, have a great tradition and we were treated to an exceptional evening of food and discussion. 
The Fellowship Dialogue Society was set up in the South East in 2006 by British Muslims of Turkish background in Basingstoke. With an objective of promoting interfaith, intercultural and intercommunal dialogue in order to promote peace, tolerance and understanding between those of every faith and no faith within the UK, it was inspiring to see the work this organisation is undertaking within our region, and beyond. 

The organisation is going from strength to strength and I look forward to joining them at many more events throughout my time as a representative of the South East, especially if the food is always as good as it was last week! 
*************************************************
€€€€ It’s That Time of Year Again  €€€€
As I’m sure you are all aware, conference begins this weekend and I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible there for the business and fun that’s to be had!
I hope to keep these newsletters coming out regularly so as to keep you all up to date with Sharon’s and my work in the European parliament but if there’s anything you want to see in these pages or any issues or problems you feel I should be looking at then don’t hesitate to contact me at catherine@bearder.eu. 

Hope to see you all in Bournemouth!
Catherine
*****************************************************************************************
