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Dear friend,

I don’t think my feet have touched the ground over the last few weeks as I’ve been on the move around the South East, across Europe and through Africa. Last week, I was in Togo in my role as a member of the EU – ACP (African Caribbean and Pacific countries) Joint Parliamentary Assembly and amongst other things presented a report on disability in developing countries that you can read more about below. On the way back I stopped off in Palermo for the ELDR (European Liberal Democrat and Reform Party) congress where I was delighted to see our very own Graham Watson, MEP for the South West, elected President. You can read more about this here. 

It was Road Safety Week earlier this month and I took the opportunity to question the Commission about the EU road safety strategy. You can read more about this here. I was delighted to hear of our Hazlemere by-election success and want to congratulate Alex and the team.  I joined them a couple of weeks ago and I know how hard they’ve worked. It was extra-special as they beat UKIP into second place! 
I also want to mention the sad loss of Peter Tyrer, a great charity and Lib Dem campaigner.  As well being Vice Chairman of Wantage Liberal Democrats he was also the head of an Oxfordshire-based charity, the African Children’s Fund and very sadly died while on a mission in Kenya. Peter was determined to help the poor and his main focus and drive was helping in Africa. He will be missed by many and appropriately his family have asked that instead of flowers a donation be made to the African Children's Fund.
"Moral Imperative" to deal with disability in developing world

In Togo, I presented a report highlighting the struggle for millions of people living with a disability in developing countries that set out what we [image: image1.png]


all need to be doing to tackle this often forgotten problem.
Around 450 million people in the developing world live with a disability, with a vast majority unemployed.  The figures are stark and this is not an issue which can be ignored. Such a high proportion of people with disabilities face discrimination on many levels.  Many of the men and women are out of work, while 90 per cent of children do not attend school. They are forgotten by the very societies they live in.
My own father was disabled by polio as a child, but this is now almost absent in the developed world, and whilst advances have been made to eradicate it, there are still too many people affected by this disease and others. Causes of disablement are great and include conflict, accidents as well as disease.
The report found disability is made harder to address because sufferers are usually extremely poor and live in areas where medical resources are scarce.  It is not only a moral imperative to ensure disabled people are empowered to play a full and active role in society, but also a financial one.
It is thought economic losses of up to seven per cent of GDP are caused because disabled people are excluded from the labour force. Our report has urged ACP countries to come up with disability plans to make sure the issue is confronted.
It also stresses the need for positive discrimination and to combat stereotypes in a bid to strengthen social inclusion.  Disability is a development issue. It is one of the most pressing issues facing development policy today.  The issue of disability is absent from many high level international discussions and must be taken seriously on the political agenda.  Unless development policy meets this challenge the future for these people in the developing world is even bleaker.
You can read my full disability report at the ACP-EU website.

Honeybee health in the spotlight

This month I backed a bid to protect the 50,000 beehives across South East England and of course, across the rest of Europe.
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 We voted on a report in Strasbourg outlining measures to protect bees following an increase in the species' mortality rate that I have spoken about before.
The report highlighted that 84 per cent of plant species and 76 per cent of food production in Europe are dependent on pollination by bees. It really is the case as Einstein said, “no more bees, no more pollination … no more men!”
Beekeeping may seem like a problem for rural communities to worry about, but it is vital in maintaining a stable eco system for all of us and Europe must address the problem of bee deaths.  Quite literally, life on earth depends on it.
The report has urged the European Commission to invest more money into disease prevention and how pesticides take a toll on the bee community.  Our agriculture and biodiversity depends on saving the bee. We need coordinated action across Europe in research and veterinary treatment, as well as recruitment and training for young beekeepers.
Cut VAT on e-books
This month my colleague in the South East Sharon Bowles signed a parliamentary resolution which aims to cut VAT on e-books.
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Currently, EU countries may apply reduced rates of VAT for books bought in shops but e-books are often subject to a standard VAT rate of at least 15%.

Sharon said: "E-books may be cheaper but there is no reason why people should have to pay more VAT. More and more people are purchasing e-books, myself included, and as consumers we expect to be taxed fairly.”
The resolution is a stepping stone towards a cut in VAT on e-books but also on other electronic media, such as TV, movies and newspapers.

Sharon added: "If the EU is to maximise the benefits of the single market we should ensure that goods are taxed fairly, whether they are bought in a shop or online." That is exactly right and the very nature of e-books is that they are bought beyond borders.  We need to ensure the market is fair for all. 
Celebrating Volunteering in Winchester
Earlier this month I visited Winchester as part of my tour of the region to highlight the European Year of volunteering to meet staff of Winchester Hospital Radio.[image: image5.png]



I was lucky enough to be joined by Winchester Lib Dem activist Martin Tod and we met with staff to discuss the different aspects of the work they do. As well as learning about the volunteers and the work they do, I was also interviewed for the station for 45 minutes and it felt like we covered all aspects of my work!
We talked a lot about the voluntary sector and I explained that the Year of Volunteering is a great chance for countries to work together to share best practice and for us in Britain to spread the long-standing tradition of volunteering we have to countries that don't have that background. 
The health service is a brilliant example of an organisation that really relies on volunteers. This, of course, includes hospital radio. Hospital radio stations like this one play a genuine role in patient's recovery and it was lovely to read all the notes and cards they had received from patients saying how much they helped.
 Everything they do is patient focussed and the volunteers they have, ranging from teenagers to octogenarians, are a fantastic example of what great work can be done to help their local community. WHR is a member of the Hospital Broadcasting Association, and like all other hospital radios stations is run by volunteers, and is funded entirely from money raised by the members. If you’re interested in volunteering at your local hospital then visit their website to find out more.
This Month’s Euromyth 
I have recently been made aware of a recycled Euromyth published in The Telegraph, The Mail and The Express last month.
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Brussels bans children’s party toys”
Several newspapers have claimed that “Brussels” has imposed new rules on the UK banning children from blowing up balloons or using party whistles. This is wholly untrue.

EU legislation on toy safety aims to protect young children from death and injury and reflects expert medical advice – and simple common sense.  Balloons and other toys placed in the mouth can and do cause death and injury.

The EU rules referred to date from 1988. They state that balloons made of latex must carry a warning to parents that children under eight years should be supervised. Stronger plastic balloons do not need to carry this warning.  They also state that all toys aimed at children under three should be large enough to prevent them being swallowed.

The Child Accident Prevention Trust says that each year, in the UK, over 15,000 children under five and a further 10,000 children aged between 5 and 14 are treated at accident and emergency units after choking. Only half these incidents involve food.  US research by the Consumer Product Safety Commission shows that ” Of all children’s products, balloons are the leading cause of suffocation death”. Therefore, similar rules exist in the US.

For more myth-busting, have a look at the Euromyth section on my website. Hopefully our responses to these myths will help all of you if you’re challenged about them in a heated European debate!
Ask the EU...
I’ve recently been informed about a brilliant website that is aimed at increasing accountability of the European institutions, by making it easier for citizens to exercise their right to request [image: image7.png]


information.
It’s called Ask the EU and can be viewed here.  This is modelled on a similar UK website www.whatdotheyknow.com. It’s very simple: you file a request with the EU via the website. They send an email to the correct EU body which has the obligation to answer within 15 working days.  

When they get an answer, they send it to you and publish it on the website. You get to say whether or not you are happy with the answer, to follow up for more information, or to file an appeal.  Everyone else gets to see your answer and that way they don’t need to ask the same question again.
I will be keeping these newsletters coming out regularly to keep you all up to date with our work in the European parliament and the region but if there’s anything you want to see in these pages or any issues or problems you feel I should be looking at then don’t hesitate to contact me at catherine@bearder.eu. 

With best wishes, 
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Catherine Bearder

Member of the European Parliament for South East England

Please share this newsletter with anyone who you think may be interested in its content or invite them to subscribe themselves by emailing:  catherinebeardernewsletter-subscribe@lists.libdems.org.uk.

If at any point you wish to leave this list then you can do so by sending an email to: admin@bearder.eu with the subject “unsubscribe newsletter”. Published promoted and printed by Mark Wheeler on behalf of Catherine Bearder MEP (Liberal Democrat) at 27 Park End Street, Oxford, OX1 1HU.
