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Newsletter Number 2 from the office of Catherine Bearder MEP
This is the newsletter from your MEP in the South East, Catherine Bearder
· Finally There!
· Now the Work Begins
· Congratulations to Sharon
· Bearder on the Box

· A Trip to Norwich

· See You in Bournemouth
***************************************
€€€€ Finally There!  €€€€
Last week was the opening of the European parliament in Strasburg which means that I am now officially an MEP. It was an amazing experience with a ceremony filled with just the right amount of pomp and circumstance. I’ve now taken my place in the parliament joining the 10 other Liberal Democrat MEPS and am really looking forward to the challenges and work that we have ahead. Including the first challenge of finding my way around the extremely interesting but extremely complicated parliament building!
**********************************************
€€€€ Now the Work Begins  €€€€
We have now all been assigned to our respective committees and I’m very pleased as I feel my placements can give me a real chance to make a difference locally, throughout the union, and beyond. I have been appointed to the Committee for Regional Development and I look forward to championing the needs of the South East over the coming five years. I want to work to reduce the gap in the levels of development of various regions across Europe and the UK, and to tackle the extent to which the least-favoured regions are really lagging behind. 
I am also a substitute member on the Committee on International Trade. Here I hope to use my voice and vote to ensure that free trade deals being negotiated between Europe and the developing world will not be made at the expense of the poorest and most vulnerable people in Africa, Asia and Latin America. It’s looking like it’s going to be a very busy but very exciting five years!
***********************************************
€€€€ Congratulations To Sharon  €€€€
I want to offer my congratulations to Sharon Bowles who has created a political stir by winning the election for the Chair of the Economic committee. The position has been described as ‘one of Parliament’s most powerful posts’. It is also the first time a Briton or a Liberal Democrat has held the position. Sharon said, “This is an important job due to the large amount of legislation following the financial crisis. “The forthcoming changes in financial regulation will be hugely important for the UK.” I’m sure that they will and I’m delighted that Sharon will be at the head of them.
**************************************************
€€€€ Bearder on the Box  €€€€
My first trip to Strasburg as an MEP has been covered in the local media. My son Tim, who works for BBC Oxford was selected to accompany me and make a film following the first few days of an MEP. I was also followed by Meridian television. You may have seen both items on the local news as they were broadcast last week, but if not you can watch the BBC piece by following this link http://news.bbc.co.uk/local/oxford/hi/people_and_places/newsid_8163000/8163924.stm. This video will also be placed on my website.  
I was also interviewed by Radio Oxford last week and if you are interested in listening to that (which I’m sure you are!) you can follow this link http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/p003qcq4/Bill_Heine_17_07_2009. This is only available until the end of tomorrow so act fast!
***************************************
€€€€ A Trip to Norwich  €€€€
This Saturday saw me joining a massive number of LDs from around the country making the trip to Norwich to help them with their campaigning for the Norwich North by-election. It was amazing to see the massive effort being put in by those who’d made the trip and the local campaigners who’ve been working for many weeks and were now feeding and homing the hoards! 
Polling day is today so I want to wish everyone involved in the campaign, especially April, the best of luck, I hope all the hard work will be worthwhile come this evening!
*************************************************
€€€€ See You in Bournemouth  €€€€
As I’m sure you are all aware, conference time is fast approaching and I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible there for the business and fun that’s to be had!
I hope to keep these newsletters coming out regularly so as to keep you all up to date with Sharon and my work in the European parliament but if there’s anything you want to see in these pages or any issues or problems you feel I should be looking at then don’t hesitate to contact me at catherine@bearder.eu. 

Good luck everyone in Norwich North!
Catherine
*****************************************************************************************
