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Dear friend,
Happy 2011! A belated message of best wishes for the New Year! I hope everyone had a great break and are now fully recharged for the exciting challenges we have in the coming year.
Of course, there’s the AV referendum in May and for those of you that haven’t already and want to get involved in the fight for fairer votes, you can sign up to receive information on how you can get involved in your area here.
Last week I attended the UK launch of the European Year of Volunteering, you can read more here. The goals of the year are to highlight and celebrate the crucial part that volunteers play in our society and to encourage similar organisations across borders to work closer together, sharing best practices for example. I come from a background of volunteering and worked on the report that planned for the year of volunteering as one of my first jobs in the parliament.
I plan to use this opportunity to visit a great organisation that depends on volunteers in my constituency every month and you can read more about this month’s below.

Last week I also met with Eurostar executives again, one year on from their report into the chaos seen in Christmas 2009 that adversely affected so many of my constituents. You can read more about that here.
The Common Fisheries Policy and “Hugh’s Fish Fight”
I’m sure many of you will have watched “Hugh’s Fish Fight” shown on channel 4. For those of you who didn’t, the programme focussed on reforming the Common Fisheries [image: image1.png]


Policy and particular on “discards”, fish that are thrown back.
Fishing for one species often means catching another, and if people don’t want them or fishermen are not allowed to land them, the only option is to throw them overboard. The vast majority of these discarded fish will die.

Following the programme I was contacted by a huge number of constituents clearly concerned with what they had seen and looking for answers. As a passionate environmental campaigner it really is heartbreaking to see these dead fish returned to the sea and I do agree and fully support the work that Hugh is doing in his campaign. 
However, when replying to my constituents I had to point out that the heart of the discards issue is not decisions taken in Brussels on the Common Fisheries Policy, but the way fishing quotas are allocated within the UK by DEFRA. 

The under 10m boats, which in South East England make up 93% of our industry, have to survive on only 3% of the national quota. The rest goes to the big Producer Organisations. If the Under 10s received a fairer share of the quota they could make a more reasonable income and the discards would not be necessary. You might remember that last year I took a delegation of these fishermen over to Brussels to raise these specific concerns to the Fisheries Commissioner and you can read more about that here. I think that the campaign should focus on getting a fairer deal for these fishermen and that would go a long way to combating discards.  
‘EU rules on bankers’ bonuses are a Lib Dem win’ – Sharon

This month, my colleague in the South East Sharon Bowles has hailed the new rules on bankers' bonuses, which she introduced into legislation last year, as a success for the Lib Dems now they are being rolled out across the EU.
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Sharon Bowles introduced a clause to defer pensions being paid out until at least 3 - 5 years after the employee has retired or left. This will stop cases like that of Fred Goodwin, the former Chief Executive of RBS, walking away with excessive bonus-style pension pots if their bank fails.
As a direct result Sharon’s amendments banks will now also have to pay between 40% - 60% of their bonuses in contingent capital (a form of debt which turns into equity if there is a crisis) or shares deferred for at least 3 - 5 years, meaning that if the bank suffers heavy losses bankers' bonuses will take the first hit. Sharon was also responsible for forcing banks to publish bonuses over €1 million Euros and the earnings of risk takers and senior management.
Sharon said: "People can no longer accuse politicians or the Lib Dems of doing nothing on bankers' bonuses - they should look to what I achieved in Europe last year. As a result of my negotiating and the rules I introduced into legislation there will be no more "Fred Goodwins" and failure will no longer be rewarded.
"I also believe that more use should be made of paying bonuses in 'contingent capital' - a form of debt that can convert easily into equity when there is a crisis - rather than shares, and it would be good to see CEOs lead by example!"  
A Celebration of Volunteers in 2011
My first visit of the year to an organisation demonstrating great success through the work of its volunteers was to see Reading Quest, an Oxford-based charity which [image: image5.jpg]


trains volunteers and teachers, to work with children in Year 2 who are struggling with reading and writing. 
I visited Church Cowley School and after facing the daunting task of explaining my work to an assembly of 5-11 year olds I was able to sit in on a lesson and see the real difference that these volunteers are making to the children they help.  
As well as seeing the lesson given by Mandy and learning about the brilliant techniques they use to engage the children in reading, I also got the chance to speak to Jane who started as a Reading Quest volunteer, was then inspired to train as a teacher and now teaches in a local primary school. Jane had no idea this was what she wanted to do, until she started volunteering with Reading Quest.  

Reading Quest is celebrating its 15th birthday this year and is rightly proud of its record of on average boosting a child's reading development by seven months through one-to-one teaching three times a week for six weeks. Later in the day I attended the UK launch of the European year of volunteering and I look forward to meeting and learning from a lot more volunteers throughout 2011. 
Rumours spread about England’s forests
I’m sure many of you will have been reading about the rumours of a mass forest sell-off in England, I’m also sure you hope, as I do, that they have been exaggerated.
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2011 is the International Year of Forests and we must use this year to promote sustainable management of our forests and our biodiversity.

According the campaign group 38 degrees, there are ten forests in South East England that will be affected by government plans: the New Forest, Queen Elizabeth Country Park, West Harting Down, Blackdown Forest, Alice Holt Forest, Bramshill Forest, Crowthorne Forest, Mortimer Forest, Wendover Forest, and Bedgebury Forest. 
There is a public consultation on the future of the Public Forest Estate in England and will be running for 12 weeks. You can find out more and have your say here. 

This Month’s Euromyth
 “The EU wants to stop pub-goers calling bar staff ‘love’.” 
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 This is untrue but according to some papers, all pub landlords are now required under EU law to prevent customers from chatting up bar staff or calling them ‘love’ or ‘darling’ and will face unlimited damages if they don’t.

Actually, EU rules (which were in fact based on UK equality law) exist to protect us all from discrimination or sexual harassment, not to dictate how friends and acquaintances address each other. It is up to the UK government to define the specific rules for different places of employment.
For more myth-busting, have a look at the Euromyth section on my website. Hopefully our responses to these myths will help all of you if you’re challenged about them in a heated European debate!
Join Us At The Spring Conferences...

As is always the case, it’s never too early to sign up for the spring conferences which are actually approaching us at a fairly quick rate. The earlier you sign up the [image: image8.png]


better the deal you’ll be able to get! You can register for Spring Federal Conference in Sheffield here..

The South Central Conference is also being held on the 26th of February in Woodley near Reading with Norman Baker already confirmed to speak. Booking forms can be obtained by emailing Neil Stuart on nstuart.confernece@yahoo.co.uk. More information can be found here. (The South East Regional Exec have decided not to have a spring conference this year but I look forward to seeing them in the Autumn).
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I will be keeping these newsletters coming out regularly to keep you all up to date with our work in the European parliament and the region but if there’s anything you want to see in these pages or any issues or problems you feel I should be looking at then don’t hesitate to contact me at catherine@bearder.eu. 

With best wishes, 
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Catherine Bearder

Member of the European Parliament for South East England

Please share this newsletter with anyone who you think may be interested in its content or invite them to subscribe themselves by emailing:  catherinebeardernewsletter-subscribe@lists.libdems.org.uk.

If at any point you wish to leave this list then you can do so by sending an email to: admin@bearder.eu with the subject “unsubscribe newsletter”. Published promoted and printed by Mark Wheeler on behalf of Catherine Bearder MEP (Liberal Democrat) at 27 Park End Street, Oxford, OX1 1HU.
