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Dear friend, 
After all the excitement of the election and the coalition, it’s been good to get back to normality (whatever normality is in this job!). I can’t believe it’s been a year since I went through my own excitement on our election night, so much has happened and changed in such a short space of time, in Europe, the UK and to me personally!

The last two weeks have been especially busy with a trip to Geneva to represent the European Parliament at a steering meeting planning the next World Trade Organisation open forum in September. I was then off to Bilbao with our liberal partners in Europe, the ALDE group, representing the South East looking at regional issues in our financially difficult times. This week I spoke at a meeting of the Local Government association about how to improve relations between them and the European parliament. That and we still have one more week in both Strasbourg and Brussels before the much appreciated summer break!   
The Real Losers in The World Cup
I’m sure many of you will have watched with despair as England crashed out of the World Cup last weekend, (although my French and Italian colleagues seem to be even more distraught [image: image1.png]


than we do!). An event like the World Cup is a fantastic example of healthy sporting competition between nations and can be great for our collective morale. However, there is also a seedy side to these competitions, a hidden world we should be mindful of. 
Before the tournament started I wrote a letter to The Guardian highlighting how sporting events such as this have led to a massive increase in the number of people trafficked into the host country, most often to satisfy the increased demand for the sex industry. You can read my letter here.
I have since been made aware of a short documentary made by US sports broadcaster ESPN which follows a nine month investigation into this very topic. The report led to multiple sources who said more young people have been trafficked either into South Africa from other countries or internally to work in a rapidly growing sex industry because of the month-long tournament. You can watch this film here.
The next great global event in the sporting calendar is the Olympics in 2012 which is, of course, being hosted in the UK. The work needs to begin now to ensure that our festival of sport is not blighted by this disgusting trade. I will be meeting various anti-trafficking organisations as well as law enforcement agencies over the next two years to view this progress.  
Sharon Wins Battle for Bankers’ Bonuses to be Performance Linked
Last month, my Lib Dem colleague in the European Parliament, Sharon Bowles successfully tabled amendments calling for top bankers’ bonuses to be paid in contingent capital [image: image3.jpg]


rather than cash or shares.

Contingent capital is a certain type of asset that, during periods of financial stress, can be converted into equity to bolster a firm's capital position. Therefore if a bank suffers big losses it would be the bonuses and pensions of top bankers and traders that would be under threat before taxpayers' money.

Sharon said:

“I want banking to return to the idea that existed in private banks when partners had their own money on the line and had a vested interest in the long-term health of the bank.

“If bankers and traders want to leave and go to other jurisdictions, it just shows that they do not have confidence in their own performance. To those that would leave I say good riddance.” I couldn’t agree more Sharon!
A Visit to the Bank!
Last month I visited the brilliant Millennium Seed Bank project at Wakehurst Place in West Sussex.
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The Millennium Seed Bank partnership is the largest ex situ plant conservation project in the world. Their focus is on global plant life faced with the threat of extinction and plants of most use for the future. The seeds we save are conserved outside their native habitat. It targets plants and regions most at risk from climate change and the ever-increasing impact of human activities.

The Seed Bank already has 10% of the world's wild plant species and it hopes to have 25% by 2020.

I really am proud that we have one of the world's most important seed conservation projects right here in South East England. The work being done here is vital for the preservation of biodiversity and we need to do whatever we can to support the project.

You can visit the Millennium Seed Bank website here.
This Month’s Euromyth
The EU is going to abolish England and merge the South East with France....
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Often reported and re-reported in some of the local and national papers. The claim was that a number of newspapers had “uncovered” a plan to abolish England, and merge the southern coast with northern France.  The story in fact derives from a Tory press release which cynically attempted to recycle an inaccurate story which originally surfaced two years ago.

What they had really done was visit the website of the Espace Manche Development Initiative, a project that helps the two countries share experience and data relating to tourism and coastal management.
The UK does participate in a number of cross border and interregional programs, which for instance focus on regions in different countries that face similar challenges as each other.
However, there are no trans-national regional assemblies, no secret plans to obliterate England, and no threat to the UK or England’s existence. The EU has absolutely no power or aspiration to interfere with national borders.
For more myth-busting, have a look at the Euromyth section on my website. Hopefully our responses to these myths will help all of you if you’re challenged about them in a heated European debate!
Write to Your (Other!) MEPs...

As I told you about in my last update, I have launched a written declaration on the protection of fragile ecosystems. This is a statement that launches a debate on an issue [image: image6.jpg]


that falls within the EU's remit. If it is signed by a majority of MEPs, it is forwarded to the European Commission to act on.
We need to get as many signatories as possible so if you could to contact other MEPs and encourage them to sign the declaration I would be most grateful. You can download a sample letter to send here.
The easiest way to write to your MEPs is to use the “Write to Them” service. You type your postcode in and the site provides you with all elected representatives. You can then click “Write to all your MEPs”. You can access the “Write to Them” website here.  
Thanks for your help!
Free Flood Warning Service
I’m sure many of you will know someone or you may have unfortunately been affected yourself by flooding over the last few [image: image7.jpg]i 4
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years. I know I have spoken to many people around the region who have had to come to accept the regular threat of flooding. 

We can't always stop the sea and rivers from flooding, but you can find out when it's going to happen. I would recommend you sign up for the Environment Agency’s Free Flood Warning Service. Some 70 per cent of those who can sign up to receive Floodline Warnings Direct service still have not done so. If you're one of them, sign up here now...
I will be keeping these newsletters coming out regularly to keep you all up to date with our work in the European parliament and the region but if there’s anything you want to see in these pages or any issues or problems you feel I should be looking at then don’t hesitate to contact me at catherine@bearder.eu. 

With best wishes, 
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Catherine Bearder

Member of the European Parliament for South East England

Please share this newsletter with anyone who you think may be interested in its content or invite them to subscribe themselves by emailing:  catherinebeardernewsletter-subscribe@lists.libdems.org.uk.

If at any point you wish to leave this list then you can do so by sending an email to: admin@bearder.eu with the subject “unsubscribe newsletter”. Published promoted and printed by Mark Wheeler on behalf of Catherine Bearder MEP (Liberal Democrat) at 27 Park End Street, Oxford , OX1 1HU.
