[image: image7.jpg]



Dear friend, 
It is with great sadness that I have to start this newsletter with two tragedies that have had a great impact over the last month, one international, one local. The Smolensk air crash took the lives of 96 of Poland’s leaders sent shockwaves around Europe and the parliament and I was really very moved by the ceremony in Brussels led by our Polish president, Jerzy Buzek to commemorate this terrible loss to Poland and Europe. I would like to add my condolences to the Polish community at their great loss.
Tragically, we also lost two of our bravest servants at the start of this month and I know that the people of Southampton are still coming to terms with the deaths of James Shears and Alan Bannon from St Mary’s fire station who died in the process of successfully evacuating over 100 people from the 15-storey building fire. This event really does highlight the ultimate sacrifice that our Fire and Rescue service are prepared to make every day and I’m sure that all our thoughts are with the families, friends, and colleagues of these genuine heroes. 
This month I asked the new fisheries commissioner, Maria Damanaki to discuss how UK fishing quotas effect the small fishing communities in our region. Sharon and I visited Hastings, one of our larger fishing communities, last year to hear these problems. Following the meeting with Ms Damanaki, I have invited her to come to the South East to see for herself the social and economic damage being done to these communities to the advantage of the larger producer organisations. Sharon and I have been trying to get round as much of the constituency in our spare time as possible throughout the general election campaign so I’m sure we’ll have seen many of you over the last few weeks, and will see many more in the run in to May 6th!
Let’s Turn this Success into Seats!
It’s been a great couple of weeks to be a Lib Dem and there is definitely a feeling, not just within the party, but throughout the country that this is our time. I’m sure you all, like me, watched the first two leaders debates [image: image1.png]


and were so proud of Nick. I’m also sure that none of you were really surprised by the outcome. Not only because we’ve always been aware of Nick’s talents, but also because we know that our message will always be well-received, if we are given a chance to put it across on a level playing field. 
Nick has played his part, now it’s our turn to carry this momentum forward and really make the breakthrough that is possible. I’m sure many of you are already working flat out in your local parties but I wanted to highlight just a few seats that could really do with your support over the next week, if you’re able to get along. If you think you can provide any help at all then call the number of one (or maybe all!) of the campaign offices below. If you need more information on these or indeed any campaign office in the region then you can always contact my office and we will be happy to provide it.
Romsey – 02380 270 026

 Oxford East – 07906 683 453

Eastbourne - 01323 733 030
   
Sharon Joins the Fight for Justice for Equitable Life Victims  
This month, Sharon joined Sue Doughty, PPC for Guildford in meeting with victims of the Equitable Life scandal in Guildford to pledge their [image: image3.jpg]


support for the campaign to compensate those who have been affected.

The Equitable Members Action Group (EMAG) has been campaigning for compensation since Equitable Life collapsed in 2001 after making promises it could not afford to keep. As a result, many have had their savings wiped out. According to EMAG, 15 Equitable Life victims die each day in the UK, many in poverty.

Sharon said “Having met with Equitable Life victims this week, it is clear the EMAG campaign is very much alive, even though so many have sadly died waiting for justice. Whoever forms the next Government, the Liberal Democrats will keep hammering the point home that victims of Equitable Life must be swiftly and fairly compensated. This is a disgrace which has gone on for far too long.” We need to make sure we get Sue elected so she can continue this fight in Parliament.

EU Passenger Rights VS The Volcano!
While the volcanic ash cloud covered northern Europe, many airline passengers were saved by EU protection. Passenger rights have been enshrined in law across the [image: image4.jpg]


European Union, so when there are disruptions to a flight the airline has to offer a refund or cover any additional costs incurred by the passenger. If a company refuses to do this it is breaking the law, plain and simple.
There have been troubling examples of some airlines not playing by the rules. I have received some letters this week about cases where passengers have been told to cover their own costs after disruptions to their travel. Before backing down, Ryan Air infamously refused to cover any costs that exceeded the price of their tickets, and I’ve heard of similar situations with other airlines.

I’ve written to the Commissioner for Transport to make him aware of these cases and I’ll be doing what I can to make sure passenger’s rights are fully respected. If you were affected by the volcanic ash travel chaos and are having problems getting your costs reimbursed please get in touch with me or Sharon and we’ll do our best to help you.
This Month’s Euromyth
Britain would be richer if it was outside the European Union because it is a net-contributor to the EU budget.....
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This is untrue. We would be worse off out of Europe. An independent report published by the National Institute for Economic and Social Research in February 2000 showed that the British economy would contract (and taxes would rise) if we left the EU, despite the fact that the UK is a slight net contributor to the EU budget. David Mackie, Chief European Economist at JP Morgan has said: “In the great scheme of things, our net contributions are so small as to be trivial. There is no doubt in my mind that the net benefit of membership of the EU is many orders of magnitude above our net contribution to the EU budget.”
For more myth-busting, have a look at the Euromyth section on my website. Hopefully our responses to these myths will help all of you if you’re challenged about them on the doorsteps!
EU Funding and You...
Many of my constituents have contacted me since becoming elected to try and find out more information on if and how the organisations and projects they are working with are [image: image6.jpg]PO09S00000¢
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entitled to EU funding. 
Finding your way through the euro-babble and requirements can be challenging so my office has spent the last few months producing a guide to hopefully explain the various ways that gaining funding from the European Union is possible and the various hoops you have to jump through.
The very basic thing to remember is that, generally, funding from the EU is to promote the policies of the Union and is usually for projects being done in more than one country.
I already have a list of people who have shown interest in such a pack and they will be receiving their packs very soon but please do contact my office at office@bearder.eu if you are interested.
I will be keeping these newsletters coming out regularly to keep you all up to date with our work in the European parliament and the region but if there’s anything you want to see in these pages or any issues or problems you feel I should be looking at then don’t hesitate to contact me at catherine@bearder.eu. 

With best wishes, 
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Catherine Bearder

Member of the European Parliament for South East England

Please share this newsletter with anyone who you think may be interested in its content or invite them to subscribe themselves by emailing:  catherinebeardernewsletter-subscribe@lists.libdems.org.uk.

If at any point you wish to leave this list then you can do so by sending an email to: admin@bearder.eu with the subject “unsubscribe newsletter”. Published promoted and printed by Mark Wheeler on behalf of Catherine Bearder MEP (Liberal Democrat) at 27 Park End Street, Oxford , OX1 1HU.
